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POAU Calls Hospital Bill 


Breach of First Amendment 


The District of Columbia hospital grants bill (H. R. 2094) presents Sen- 
ators today with “precisely the same issue” which was faced in 1811 by 
President James Madison when he vetoed a bill “incorporating the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the town of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia,” 
POAU Executive Director Glenn L. Archer declared in a recent statement 


before a Senate subcommittee. Dr. 
Joseph M. Dawson, appearing at the 
same hearing, voiced the opposition 
to the bill of the Baptist Joint Com- 
mittee on Public Affairs. 


Noting that denominational hospi- 
tals are included among the proposed 
beneficiaries of the pending bill, 
Archer quoted two reasons given by 
President Madison for the 1811 veto 
as applicable to the present hospital 
measure: “Because the bill exceeds 
the rightful authority to which gov- 
ernments are limited by the essential 
distinction between civil and reli- 
gious functions, and violates in par- 
ticular the article of the Constitution 
of the United States which declares 
that ‘Congress shall make no law re- 
specting a religious establishment.’ 
... Because the bill vests in the said 
incorporated church an authority to 
provide for the support of the poor 
and the education of poor children of 
the same, an authority which, being 
altogether superfluous if the provision 
is to be the result of pious charity, 
would be a precedent for giving to 
religious societies as such a legal 
agency in carrying into effect a public 
and civil duty.” 


“Zions Herald” Editorial 


Archer also read into the record 
excerpts from a recent editorial of 
Zions Herald, Methodist weekly, 
which declared that if the bill passes 
and authorization is made for gov- 
tnment grants to Sibley (Method- 
ist) Hospital, then “Methodism will 
be guilty of violating the principle 
of separation of church and state.” 





The magazine proposed that the 
Methodist Church, at its 1952 Gen- 
eral Conference, adopt regulations 
forbidding the acceptance of federal 


(Continued on page 4) 


story on H. R. 2094, the District of Columbia hospital grants bill. 


Jacksonville POAU 
Chapter Set Up 


Congratulations are in order for 
Jacksonville, Fla. A new and vigorous 
POAU chapter has been organized 
with the help of the Rev. Paul C. 
Duncan and other church leaders of 
the city, and the following officers 
have been elected: President, Oliver 
J. Ramspott; Vice-president, E. A. 
Koester; Secretary, Mrs. G. W. Mc- 
Quiddy; and Treasurer, E. E. Talley. 
The chapter is an outgrowth of the 
great religious liberty mass meeting 
held at the First Baptist Church last 
March. 





WASHINGTCN POST PHOTO 


“New Providence Hospital Is Up to Congress,” reported “The Washington Post” in its 


The photograph above 


shows Dr. Casimir Leibell (left), on the Providence staff for 28 years, as he receives a gold 
miraculous medal from the Sisters of Charity, who manage the hospital. In commenting on 
the Congressional bill, POAU’s greater Washington chapter noted that the Sisters of Charity, 
“however estimable may be their motives and their work, are not public officials” and are 


therefore not entitled to disburse public funds. 


If the bill passes, a court test will be sought. 




























RELIGIOUS LIBERTY WEEK 
October 28 - November 4 


DAY - BY - DAY SUGGESTIONS 


OCTOBER 28. ‘‘Reformation Sunday” 

OCTOBER 29. ‘Freedom of Worship Day’”’ 

OCTOBER 30. “Freedom of Speech Day” 

OCTOBER 31. ‘Freedom of Assembly Day” 

NOVEMBER 1. ‘Freedom of Press Day’’ 

NOVEMBER 2. “Spiritual Values in Free Public Educa- 

tion’ 

NOVEMBER 3. ‘“‘American Heroes of Religious Lib- 
; erty” 

NOVEMBER 4. ‘Religious Liberty Sunday” 


Special sermons and services may urge citizens to work for the 
maintenance of religious liberty. Church program covers and posters 
will be furnished. Public mass meetings should be planned for this 
day, or as suggested above. 

Write to national headquarters for complete information on Re- 
ligious Liberty Week, and indicate the manner in which you can be 
most helpful. 

Clubs, schools and organizations can arrange a program based 
upon materials which headquarters will send. 

Churches, classes, brotherhoods and groups may desire sermon, 
worship and program materials, which will be mailed promptly. Bio- 
graphical materials on Luther, Roger Williams and other historic 
leaders are available also. 

Community leaders, including POAU chapter officials, may take 
the initiative in setting up a volunteer city-wide Religious Liberty 
Committee. Washington headquarters will assist in this effort. If 
properly approached, the mayor may cooperate in proclaiming the 
week. 


New Book Offers Guide to Sects 


The Abingdon-Cokesbury Press author’s own description, he writes: 
has just published a useful Handbook “I have endeavored to produce, not 
of Denominations in the United a popular ‘digest,’ not a book of opin- 
States, by Frank S. Mead (New ion, criticism, or value judgments, 


” 


York and Nashville: $2.75). In the but a reference volume. . . 
2 





Americans to Observe 
Religious Liberty Week 


Nation-wide celebrations of Rgj. 
gious Liberty Week will be held from 
October 28 through November 4 yp. 
der the sponsorship of a nationa) 
committee of prominent churchmen, 
For information, write to POAY 
1633 Massachusetts Avenue, N, W_ 
Washington 6, D. C. k 

“The inauguration of Religious 
Liberty Week grows out of the fer. 
vent desire of the American people to 
express their thanks for the blessings 
of religious freedom enjoyed in the 
United States,” declares the Rey 
John C. Mayne, POAU director of 
organization, who is cooperating with 
the national committee. “ ‘Religious 
Liberty—Our Finest Heritage,’ yi] 
be the theme of the week,” Mr. 
Mayne said, “and Reformation Day 
October 31, will mark one of the high 
points of the observances. Other 
days will be dedicated to ‘The Mean- 
ing of the Bill of Rights for Ou 
Time,’ ‘American Heroes of Religious 
Liberty,’ ‘Spiritual Values in Free 
Public Education,’ and other vital 
contemporary themes.” 

It is anticipated that city-wide 
committees for the celebration of Re- 
ligious Liberty Week will be estab- 
lished and that proclamations will be 
issued by mayors in the larger cen- 
ters. Colleges and other schools will 
hold special assemblies, and outstand- 
ing speakers will address special gath- 
erings at civic clubs. The week will 
reach a climax on Sunday, November 
4, when mass meetings will be held in 
many cities where such gatherings 
have not taken place on the previous 
Sunday. 

Further information concerning 
Religious Liberty Week may be se- 
cured from the Rev. John C. Mayne 
at national committee headquarters, 
1633 Massachusetts Ave., N. W.,, 
Washington 6, D. C. 
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CATHOLICS ASKED TO BOYCOTT 
NEWSWEEK,’ ‘READER’S DIGEST’ 


Two of America’s best-known magazines are being made the targets of 
boycotts launched by leaders of the Roman Catholic hierarchy because one 
dared to say a good word for Margaret Sanger, and the other dared to say 
a good word for Paul Blanshard. Mrs. Sanger is the founder of the Planned 
parenthood movement, and Blanshard is the author of the two best-selling 


hooks, American Freedom and Cath- 
glic Power and Communism, Democ- 
racy and C atholic Power.* 

In its issue of May 26 (see repro- 
duction), The Pilot, official organ of 
the Roman Catholic archdiocese of 
Boston, ran an editorial under the 
heading, “Please Cancel My... ,” 


calling on Catholics to cancel their’ 


subscriptions to Newsweek because 
the magazine had carried a favorable 


review of Communism, Democracy 
and Catholic Power. 


“Please Cancel My .. .” 


HE NAME of Paul Blanshard is one 
in which Catholics find particularly offen- 
xt sive at the present time. We are sometimes 
- that this igabet Cat ga 


mitted itself a review which accepted Mr. 
Blanshard's basic thesis im a most uncriti- 


cal manner; the review was completely on 
: . bof 


ide of Bl Toe Si + Blanshard’s 


pe 
‘ e Wpue opens rever the 
situation is quite different. Catholics should | _,, 
make plain their indignation over treat- | 
ment of this kind. A letter will remind the 
editor of his duty toward truth; a cancella-| } 
tion will indicate that the matter is not to 
be taken lightly. in 





As for Reader’s Digest, Denver 
diocesan leaders have set the example 
in boycotting it. In its issue of 
August 5, 1951 (see reproduction), 
The Register, national Catholic 
weekly with 31 archdiocesan and dio- 
cesan editions, reported that Mon- 
signor E. J. Westenberger, school 
superintendent, had ordered the re- 
moval of Reader’s Digest from 113 
diocesan schools as a protest against 
“unpatriotic, un-Christian, and vi- 
cious propaganda” found in an article 
(Reader’s Digest, July, 1951) “de- 
fending birth control. . . .” (The 
article in question was by Lois Mat- 
tox Miller, and was entitled, “Mar- 
garet Sanger: Mother of Planned 
Parenthood.” An accompanying note 
indicated that it was about the “red- 
haired rebel who raised the taboo 
subject of birth control from ‘ob- 
scenity’ to its present dignity.”’) 

So far, however, there is no indi- 
cation that Newsweek and Reader’s 
Digest will go the way of La Prensa. 


es 
*Both obtainable from POAU. 
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3 d, enw 
he was very frank. 


‘Mouse Defies the Lion’ 

Green Bay,. Wis. — Reader's 
Digest has been withdrawn from 
the 113 diocesan schools as the re- 
‘s|sult of an article defending birth 
control, Monsignor E. J. Westen- 


berger, school superintendent, has| ‘©’ 


informed the pubishers. The prel- 
fate pointed out that the article 
jappeared to be one obviotsly 
“ordered” by the editors and hence 
expressing the views of the Read- 
er’s Digest—views absolutely irre-|§ 
concilable with the morality taught | * 
by Christ. “The mouse defying the 
lion!” wrote the Monsignor. “Quite 
possibly this protest will amuse 
‘lyou, but it is my protest against 
r-lunpatriotic, un-Christian, and|; 











Priest Heads Rhode 
Island School Board 


The elevation of a Roman Catholic 
priest to the chairmanship of the 
Rhode Island State Board of Educa- 
tion has been protested by the Rev. 
Norman S. Townsend, pastor of the 
Quidnessett Baptist Church at North 
Kingstown. Father Cornelius B. 
Collins, the new board chairman, is 
from the same town. 

In a sermon, Townsend pointed 
out that Father Collins is bound by 
papal encyclicals and canon law 
which condemn non-Catholic public 
school education, while at the same 
time asserting that the state has a 
duty to support Roman Catholic 
teaching and prohibit non-Catholic 
teachings. (For proof of this, the 
reader should consult Canons 1372 
through 1382, Pope Pius XI’s pro- 
nouncement on The Christian Educa- 
tion of Youth, and the latest revised 
Catechism of the Catholic Church in 
the United States.—Editor’s note.) 

A similar issue has arisen in Mas- 
sachusetts, where the Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
Cornelius T. H. Sherlock, superin- 
tendent of schools for the Boston 
archdiocese, was appointed to the 
state school board last year by Gov- 
ernor Paul A. Dever (Church and 
State Newsletter, December, 1950). 


Wisconsin School Ruling 
Avoids Merits of Case 


Because certain legal papers were 
filed with school board chairmen in- 
stead of with “school district clerks” 
back in 1949, Wisconsin Circuit 
Judge Kenneth S. White has dis- 
missed a suit brought by Averill par- 
ents against the merger of their school 
district with the Lima consolidated 
school at which six out of seven 
teachers are garbed nuns. 

The suit was based upon the fact 
that an “illegal” referendum (on 
merger with Lima) was held in Av- 
erill last summer while the plaintiffs 
had an appeal pending with the 
schools superintendent. (In this ap- 
peal, they had asked for consolida- 
tion with the Durand public school 
system rather than with the Lima 
parochial-“public” system. ) 

According to the Minneapolis Trib- 
une, “Judge White ruled that the ac- 
tions of the town boards in October 
1949 were null and void because the 
Averill school board had failed to no- 
tify ‘school district clerks’ [of the 
appeal] properly. The notice had 
been sent to board chairmen instead 
of board clerks as specified by law. 

“Consequently, the judge said, the 
order made by the joint boards in 
denying the Averill-Durand merger 
‘was a nullity and therefore there was 
nothing to appeal to the state super- 
intendent.’ ” 

This decision, which is based on 
the most technical of technicalities, 
does nothing to answer the basic 
question raised by the plaintiffs, 
which is: Are they to be forced to 
choose between having their children 
educated under the religious domina- 
tion of a church not their own, or 
sending them at their own expense to 
the public school at Durand? (See 
earlier stories in Church and State 
Newsletter, April and July, 1951, 
for further details.) 

It is likely that the decision will 
be appealed. 





POAU needs additional copies of 
several issues of the Church and 
State Newsletter which are now out 
of print. Readers who have any of 
the following can help by sending 
their copies to POAU headquarters: 
May, July and August, 1948 (vol. 1, 
numbers 1, 2 and 3); June and Sep- 
tember, 1949 (vol. 2, numbers 4 and 
6); and May, 1950 (vol. 3, num- 
ber 5). 








D. C. Public Libraries 
Order Blanshard Book 


A victory for freedom of thought was scored recently in Washington, 
D. C., when a public library official told The Washington Post that two 
copies of Paul Blanshard’s Communism, Democracy and Catholic Power 
had been purchased for use in the Central Public Library, and that dupli- 


cates would be sent to branch libraries. 


was made, the library’s evasiveness 
on the question had been discussed 
in a series of letters to the editor of 
the Post. 

Originally, librarians had answered 
an inquiry about the book with a 
statement that it had been “rejected,” 
then modified this by saying that it 
was “under consideration” but would 
have to be reviewed by the “entire 
professional staff” before any decision 
could be made (Church and State 
Newsletter, July, 1951). When 
officials failed to provide a promised 
statement of library policy on “con- 
troversial” books, Stanley Lichten- 
stein, of POAU’s staff, brought the 
matter into the open through a letter 
to the Post. “It is my contention,” 
he wrote, “that any book on a timely 
political, social or religious question 
is inevitably ‘controversial.’ Public 
library officials, in determining 
whether or not to acquire such a 
book, have no business entering into 
the merits of the controversy. Their 
criteria should be: timeliness, impor- 
tance of the subject, importance of 
the author, and popular demand for 
the book. On all these counts the 
new Blanshard book is a ‘must’ for 
the public library. . . .” 


“Christophers” at Work? 


Opposed to this concept, however, 
is another which holds that librarians 
should be partisans of “truth” and 
“virtue” rather than impartial pub- 
lic servants who help to facilitate the 
free exchange of ideas. An organiza- 
tion known as “The Christophers,” 
led by the Roman Catholic priest, 
Father James Keller (author of You 
Can Change the World and the forth- 
coming Government Is YOUR Busi- 
ness), has published a manual on 
“Library Work: Arsenal of Ideas,” 
with detailed instructions on how 
“public” librarians of Roman Cath- 
olic persuasion should prevent or dis- 
courage the reading of books disap- 
proved by their church, and actively 
work to place pro-Catholic books in 
borrowers’ hands. 

Excerpts from the manual are pub- 
lished in the August issue of The 
Christian Register. A typical pas- 
sage exhorts all Roman Catholic 
“public” librarians to follow the ex- 
amples of one “alert, experienced 


“ 


Shortly before the announcement 





PPP PPD P- 
HITLER AND PIUS XI 


“. . . The leaders of political Ca- 
tholicism in Germany, with the sup- 
port of the Vatican, deliberately pre- 
ferred Hitler to democracy. They 
discovered that Hitler was dishonor- 
able and criminal, and intended the 
elimination of Christianity. There was 
ample evidence for all this when they 
made their choice. They had thought 
they could control him as a tool in 
installing a monarchy, but they found 
that they were not even to be jun- 
ior partners. They protested. Mit 


brennender Sorge is stirring reading 


for any Christian, Catholic or Protes- 
tant. But the protest was for adher- 
ence to the Concordat of 1933, a con- 
cordat that, like all the other con- 
cordats of Pius XI, assumed a dic- 
tatorship, just as did the corporative 
state of Quadragesimo anno. As a 
Catholic writer (De la Bedoyere) 
pointed out, ‘Pius XI issued in 1937 
the encyclical Mit brennender Sorge, 
in which, with considerable — skill, 
the extravagances of German Nazi 
doctrines are picked out for con- 
demnation in a way that would not 
involve the condemnation of political 
and social totalitarianism.’ "—“De- 
mocracy and the Churches,” by James 
Hastings Nichols, Philadelphia, West- 
minster Press, 1951, 298 pp., $4.50. 




















Christopher librarian . . . who was 
responsible for changing the location 
of certain questionable books on 
prominent display in the local branch 
of the library where she worked, and 
putting in their stead, volumes of 
sound content... .” Another pas- 
sage declares that a “Christopher 
librarian” will “discourage books 
that are likely to confuse and degrade 
the reader—books, for example, like 
Rousseau’s Emile, a volume which 
did more to undermine the religious 
philosophy of education than any 
book within memory; or the writings 
of John Dewey, William Heard Kil- 
patrick and Harold Rugg, all of 
Teachers College, Columbia Univer- 
a 

The manual’s instructions will be 
recognized by students of totalitari- 
anism as a perfect application of the 
“bore-from-within” technique devel- 
oped by the Communist Party, now 
emulated by its arch-enemy, the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy. 





HOSPITALS 


(Continued from page 1) 

or state tax funds by any institys; 
related to the ak . — 

The major beneficiary, however, of 
H. R. 2094 would be Providence Hos. 
pital, a Roman Catholic institution 
As Archer pointed out, John 4 
Reilly, president of the hospital’s ad. 
visory board, had publicly stateg 
that approximately $4,000,000 in fed. 
eral and District funds were slated 
to be granted to aid in the erection 
of a new 400-bed hospital and nurses’ 
home by the Sisters of Charity, 
erators of Providence Hospital. The 
remainder of the funds for the 
$7,000,000 building program would 
come from private subscription. 


One Sect Favored 

Official figures of the Federal Se. 
curity Administration were cited by 
Dr. Dawson to show that Roman 
Catholic institutions have received 
an “amazing proportidn’”’ of all funds 
granted to denominational hospitals 
under the Hill-Burton Act of 1946~ 
an act which was adopted before the 
Supreme Court declared unconstity- 
tional all government grants in aid 
of religious institutions (Everson and 
McCollum cases of 1947 and 1948), 
By June, 1951, he noted, Roman 
Catholic hospital administrators had 
received $72,378,343 out of a total 
of $82,627,863 granted to church 
hospitals of various denominations. 
The “stupendous sum” granted to 
Catholic institutions, Dr. Dawson 
continued, “exceeds one-sixth of 
$424,199,280, or the entire amount 
granted to every kind of public and 
private health project under the Hill- 
Burton program in the whole coun- 
try.” As compared to other denomi- 
nations, he summed up, Catholic hos- 
pitals received more than seven times 
as much as was allotted to all other 
faiths put together. 

Dr. Dawson made it clear, how- 
ever, that Baptists are opposed to all 
government grants to sectarian groups 
no matter how they are divided 
among the competing sects. “In 
proof of this,’ he observed, “they 
have declined millions of dollars from 
the government to continue their ex- 
tensive system of hospitals with 
funds privately applied.” He cited 
specific instances of Baptist rejec- 
tions of government aid in Texas, 
Alabama, Kansas City, Florida 
(where “Baptist” hospitals were 
warned by parent groups that accept- 
ance of government funds would not 
be tolerated), and North Carolina. 
He also pointed to the clear resolu- 

(Continued on next page) 
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yAYOR OF NAPLES BANS 
pROTESTANT HOSPITAL 


Work on the construction of a 
Protestant hospital in Naples, Italy 
_commenced recently after being 
snarled in government red tape for 
many years—has been halted by the 
Mayor, who is reported to have “de- 
dared categorically he would never 
countenance the building of a Prot- 
estant hospital.” anid ! 

According to The Christian Science 
Monitor, the Mayor later announced 
Mg formal pretext for his action . . 
on the grounds the proposed structure 
would conceal three cypress trees.” 








tions and policies on this point of in- 
terstate Baptist associations both 
North and South. 

Another witness who spoke against 
H. R. 2094 was Congressman A. L. 
Miller of Nebraska, who condemned 
the idea of allowing ‘“‘church hospitals 
to put their hands in the Federal 
Treasury when they can go out and 
raise money from their own people.” 
He also stated that the aid-seeking 
hospitals are “making money.” In 
presenting his analysis, Congressman 
Miller drew on his experience as a 
physician who has operated a hospi- 
tal for more than twenty years. He 
had previously opposed the bill in 
the House, but debate had been 
severely restricted. 


Pastore Presides 


Senator John O. Pastore (D., 
R. I.), chairman of the Health, Edu- 
cation and Recreation subcommittee 
of the District of Columbia Commit- 


tee, was the only Senator present at 


the hearings. Spokesmen for various 
interested groups who testified in fa- 
vor of the bill included former Sen- 
ator John A. Danaher of Connecticut, 
a member of the Providence Hospital 
advisory board; Daniel W. O’Dono- 
ghue, of the Providence board of 
trustees; House Majority Leader 
John W. McCormack (D., Mass.), 
sponsor of the bill; District Commis- 
sioner F. Joseph Donohue; Corpora- 
tion Counsel Vernon West; Public 
Buildings Administrator W. E. Reyn- 
olds; and representatives of Provi- 
dence, Sibley, Casualty, Homeopathic 
and Children’s Hospitals. 

The bill has been fought by both 
the national POAU office and the re- 
cently formed Washington chapter. 
When the constitutional question was 
touched on at the Senate hearing, 
the Executive Director declared that 
4 court test would undoubtedly be 
sought should the bill pass. 
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Ridgecrest Conference Hears 


Archer Present POAU Analysis 


One thousand delegates to the Sixth Annual Conference on Christian Liv- 
ing, sponsored by the social service commission of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the Southern Committee of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs, heard POAU Executive Director Glenn L. Archer deliver the 


keynote address on “Church, State and Freedom.’’* 


held at Ridgecrest, North Carolina. 
“The real issue in this country,” 
Archer declared, “is not whether we 
shall yield to Communist totalitarian- 
ism—we are well aware of its dangers 
to freedom and are prepared to resist 
them—but the chief single issue is 
whether we shall compromise with a 
clerical totalitarianism which parades 
as the only enemy of Communism, 
and is now selfishly exploiting Amer- 
ica’s fear of Communism with evil 
results to freedom.” Noting that 
“the streams of human freedom in 
many parts of the world have dried 
up,” and that in the United States 
“the ocean of freedom we once knew 
is at low tide,” the POAU director 
cited evidence showing that the Ro- 
man Catholic hierarchy has been a 
major contributor to this decline. 


A Spiritual Vacuum 


“Regardless of time or place,” he 
observed, “the real reason for the 
eclipse of freedom is the formetion 
of a vacuum at the heart of liberty. 
In Russia, the vacuum began with the 
corruption of the Tsars. It contin- 
ued as the Communists fought fire 
with fire in an effort to survive and 
overcome the unjust rule of a de- 
cadent ruling class. In China, ex- 
ploiting feudal war lords brought ruin 
to themselves and to their people. 
History teaches that a starving, des- 
perate people will embrace any 
change that offers hope, however 
slight. It is a bit of irony that many 
who now complain of Communism 
in China set the stage for it. In It- 
aly, Spain, Portugal and in the Bal- 
kan states, the light of religious lib- 
erty burns low for all except mem- 
bers of the state church, and even for 
them economic liberty was dead until 
resurrected by aid from the United 
States. The church which boasts of 
control and dominance of a nation 
for centuries, which has crowned and 
deposed kings at will, and which is 
today the real voice in Italy, is hard 
put to absolve itself of the responsi- 
bility for creating a vacuum at the 
heart of liberty. Praying for peace 
in public, however commendable, 
does not alter the fact that 10,000.- 
000 citizens in Italy, the center of 


*To be printed for distribution. 


The conference was 





OBJECTIONABLE FEATURE 
CUT FROM HOUSING BILL 


A loosely-worded school construc- 
tion provision in the defense housing 
bill was recently deleted after objec- 
tions from Rep. Graham A. Barden 
(D., N. C.) and Rep. Tom Steed 
(D., Okla.), who pointed out that 
the provision left the door open for 
government financing of parochial 
school construction. The change was 
agreed to by Chairman Brent Spence 
(D., Ky.) of the House Banking and 
Currency Committee. 





Right of Disbelief 
Upheld by Baptist 


“No man can be religious unless 
he is free to be irreligious,” the Rev. 
Dr. Emlyn Davies declared recently 
in a guest sermon at the Riverside 
Church in New York City. Dr. 
Davies is pastor of the Yorkminster 
Baptist Church, Toronto, Canada. 

Unless all men everywhere are 
granted free personal choice in reli- 
gious, economic, political and social 
areas, Dr. Davies maintained, “a hu- 
man society organized in terms of 
God” is unattainable. Jesus, he con- 
tinued, “never gave direct solutions 
for persons’ problems. Always He 
left them the element of choice.” 





Roman Catholicism, voted Commu- 
nist.” 

Another major address at the Con- 
ference was delivered by Dr. Hugh 
A. Brimm, executive secretary, social 
service commission of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.. Seminar dis- 
cussions on important phases of 
church-state relations were led by 
Dr. J. M. Dawson, executive director 
of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs; Dr. T. B. Maston, 
professor of social ethics at South- 
western Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary; and Dr. Walter Pope Binns, 
president of William Jewell College. 
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Minnesota’s ‘Intermingled’ 
Classes Still Cause Dispute 


Pending a thorough investigation of “all the facts involved,” state aid to 
schools in at least three Minnesota districts will be held up because of “inter- 


mingling” of parochial and public school classes. 


This announcement, is- 


sued by the office of State Education Commissioner Dean M. Schweickhard, 
was an outgrowth, at least in part, of the recent upheaval at Pierz, Minn.., 


where a Roman Catholic layman was 
excommunicated for having supported 
a proposal for the erection of a new 
public high school instead of a paro- 
chial high school. (Church and 
State Newsletter, July, 1951.) 

With public attention concentrated 
on the problem because of newspaper 
headlines about the Pierz situation, 
state authorities decided to exercise 
close supervision over the allocation 
of public funds, and to hold them 
up in districts where questionable 
practices are apparent. Immediately 
affected were school districts in Pierz 
and Buckman (Morrison County), 
and Cold Springs (Stearns County). 
Another result of the notoriety at- 
tached to the Pierz incident was the 
holding of elections recently in a 
number of other Minnesota commu- 
nities to decide whether certain 
schools should remain “public” or be 
turned into outright parochial schools. 
Residents of Richmond, Luxemburg 
and Greenwald voted for parochial 
schools, necessitating the sale of pub- 
licly-owned buildings in Greenwald 
and Richmond to the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. In St. Augusta, how- 
ever, the vote favored a public school. 
(The Rev. Vincent Weigand, parish 
priest, had stated that the cost of a 
parochial school would be prohibi- 
tive.) All the towns involved are 
predominantly Catholic. Similar 
elections are expected to be held in 
other communities. 


Officials Confer 


In the meantime, a delegation 
from Pierz has protested to Commis- 
sioner Schweickhard, Assistant Com- 
missioner T. J. Berning and Investi- 
gator Roy Larson that the charge of 
“intermingling” of public and paro- 
chial school functions in the town is 
untrue. The Pierz spokesmen were 
School Superintendent Milo Butorac, 
School Board Clerk K. H. Zenner and 
State Senator Gordon Rosenmeier, 
Little Falls attorney for the district. 
With the backing of the state board 
of education, however, the commis- 
sioners maintained their position, in- 
sisting that changes will have to be 
made in Pierz before state aid can be 
resumed. It is estimated that $18,- 
000 of a total of $43,000 in state aid 
may be lost by the district. 
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Einstein Lauds Blanshard 
After Princeton Address 


Warm endorsement for the work of 
Paul Blanshard was expressed by Al- 
bert Einstein, the world’s most 
famous living scientist, after hearing 
an address by Blanshard at the re- 
cently held tenth annual Princeton 
Institute of Theology. 

Blanshard, author of two recent 
books on the political and social 
policies of the Roman Catholic 
Church, told an audience of about 
300 laymen and theologians that the 
sending of any kind of American 
governmental representative to the 
Vatican would be illegal. “If the 
President intends to recognize the 
Vatican as a foreign political power,” 
he added, “then he should submit 
the name of a Vatican ambassador 
to the Senate for confirmation and 
ask for the registration of all foreign- 
appointed Catholic bishops as foreign 
agents.” 

Afterwards, Einstein, who had been 
sitting in the front row of the audi- 
ence, arose and said: “I wish to ex- 
press my gratitude to a man who is 
fighting the abuses of a powerful or- 
ganization. We are grateful to him 
for his efforts.” Other leading think- 
ers, educators and men of letters— 
including John Dewey, Bertrand 
Russell, William Heard Kilpatrick 
and John P. Marquand, among oth- 
ers—have expressed similar senti- 
ments on previous occasions. 


“Tablet” Erupts 


Einstein’s simple tribute touched 
off a new barrage of epithets from the 
Brooklyn Tablet, official diocesan 
organ, which shrilly observed that 
Einstein had “warmly applauded an 
attack on the Catholic Church by 
Paul Blanshard, professional anti- 
Catholic. . . .” The Tablet then re- 
minded its readers that on several 
previous occasions it had censured 
Einstein for such offenses as having 
“publicly endorsed the regime perse- 
cuting Catholics in Spain,” and hav- 
ing praised “Spinoza—a Marxist 
philosopher. .. .” (Editor’s Note: 
Spinoza lived from 1632 to 1677; 
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An Enduring Investment 
In Religious Liberty 


POAU friends are asking, “Hoy 
can I make a modest but ep. 
during investment in POAU, and at 
the same time maintain my Present 
investment income?” 

Many are eager to contribute syb. 
stantially to POAU, but feel it jg 
necessary to maintain a regular and 
definite return upon their present 
holdings, especially as they grow 
older. 

It will, therefore, be welcome 
news to the friends of POAU to 
know that an annuity income plan 
through Protestants and Other Amer. 
icans United is being considered, A 
contribution to POAU under this ar. 
rangement will be a living trust or 
endowment, benefiting the cause of 
religious liberty, and providing ap 
income to the contributor. 

Feel free to write POAU Execy- 
tive Director Archer, 1633 Massa- 
chusetts Ave., N. W., Washington 6, 
D. C., concerning details. There js 
no obligation. 











Ot) 


ARGENTINE BISHOPS TELL 
FAITHFUL HOW TO VOTE 


A prohibition against voting for 
“any candidate who proposed sepa- 
ration of church and state” has been 
laid down for Argentine voters by 
the Roman Catholic bishops of the 
country, according to a recent story 
in The New York Times. The wam- 
ing was contained in a pastoral letter 
giving directions to be followed when 
the general elections are held in No- 
vember. 

Santiago Luis Cardinal Copello, 
the nation’s top Roman Catholic prel- 
ate, has been an ardent supporter of 
Dictator Juan D. Peron. (See 
Church and State Newsletter, March, 
1949, April, 1950 and May, 1951.) 





Karl Marx lived from 1818 to 1883.) 
The Tabdlet’s ascription of “anti- 
Christian” motives to Einstein con- 
trasts sharply with the observation 
by Anson Phelps Stokes (Church and 
State in the United States, I, 17) 
that “in a totalitarian state such as 
the Germany of World War II, the 
insistence by both Protestant and Ro- 
man Catholic groups on their liberty 
of thought and action in the field of 
religion has earned the high praise 
of independent non-Catholic scholars 
such as Professor Albert Einstein 
(1879- ), who publicly stated 
during the war that about the only 
vestige remaining of the old freedom 
of Germany was that which the 
Church retained in the face of much 
suffering and persecution.” 


CHURCH AND STATE NEWSLETTER 
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CLERICS SEEKING TAX EXEMPTION 


FEAR CALIFORNIA 


POPULAR VOTE 


A referendum move to enable California citizens to vote on the question 
of tax exemption for parocaial schools is being fought tooth and nail— 
unsuccessfully—by the newly formed “Parents’ Taxpayers Associa- 
tions,” a group which was set up at a meeting in the Catholic Service Men’s 
presided over by Archbishop J. Francis A. McIntyre of Los Angeles. 


ugh the new association is sup- 
om . Roman Catholic, Lutheran 
and Seventh-day Adventist leaders 
(with a smattering of Baptists, Epis- 

ijans and Methodists included), 
other church groups—principally the 
Presbyterians, the Northern Califor- 
nia and Western Nevada Council of 
Churches, the United Evangelistic 
Churches and the Disciples of 
Christ—are supporting the referen- 
dum campaign, which is spearheaded 
by the long-established California 
Taxpayers Alliance. 

Proponents of the referendum say 
it has been made necessary by a 
backdoor maneuver which recently 
succeeded in obtaining legislative en- 
actment of a measure repeatedly re- 
jected by California voters on pre- 
vious occasions. 


A Thousand Times No! 


In a leaflet entitled “How Many 
Times Must Californians Say ‘No’?” 
the Taxpayers Alliance reviewed 
“the voting record of this recurring 
issue,” noting that “in 1926... 
tax exemption for those Private 
Schools accredited to the University 
of California was submitted as Con- 
stitutional Amendment 27 at the 
State General Election, and promptly 
defeated .. . 2 to 1!” and that fur- 
ther attempts along the same lines 
were decisively defeated by the voters 
at large in 1933 and by the Senate 
in 1937. The leaflet characterized 
the latest effort—in the form of As- 
sembly Bill 3383, already passed by 
the legislature and signed by Gov- 
enor Warren—as a clever stratagem 
for circumventing the popular will. 
“Assembly Bill No. 3383,” the Tax- 
payers Alliance states, “would ap- 
pend to the ‘Welfare Exemption’ sec- 
tion of the California Revenue and 
Taxation Code a clause to include 
‘non-profit’ Private School property 
as an exemption under that Code. 
... The ‘Welfare Exemption’ section 
. ++ Was passed by the voters several 
yeats ago primarily for the benefit 
of charitable properties operating on 
behalf of the entire community, such 
aS our local Community Chests. 

vate School properties below col- 
legiate rank were specifically ex- 
cluded as beneficiaries under the act.” 

Official support for the referendum 

come from the Presbyterian 
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Synod of California and from the 
Christian Churches of Northern and 
Southern California (Disciples of 
Christ). Seventeen hundred dele- 
gates to the 63rd annual convention 
of the Disciples’ Southern regional 
convention went on record for “com- 
plete” separation of church and 
state, and opposed “any form of 
grant to churches when they duplicate 
areas assigned to the state.” The 
Rev. Dr. T. Christie Innes, pastor 
of San Francisco’s Calvary Presby- 
terian Church, has denounced Assem- 
bly Bill 3383 as a “bare-faced insult 
[to] the people of Califor- 
EM.. o450- 

In answer to Catholic spokesmen 
who have used the threadbare “‘dou- 
ble-taxation” argument, Lloyd Wil- 
son, a prominent Mason and former 
president of the San Francisco Ro- 
tary Club, has said: 

“To attempt to justify such action 
by making reference to money saved 
the taxpayer by private schools is to 
insult one’s intelligence. The Amer- 
ican people, committed for more than 
a hundred years to free public 
schools, have never asked any group, 
church or society to bear any part 
of the burden; and no group, church 
or society has ever started their own 
schools for the purpose of relieving 
the American people of any part of 
the burden. Church schools are 
founded, as everybody knows, for the 
sole purpose of advancing the aims 
and purposes of the church, and any 
support given them directly or indi- 
rectly is aid to a religious body in 
violation of all American tradition 
and principles.” 

Although the amount of money in- 
volved does not affect the principle 
in the least, referendum advocates 
have also given evidence to show 
that the proposed tax exemption 
would come to far more than the 
“$600,000” figure used by Catholic 
leaders. 

Referendum supporters claim to 
have obtained more than the 190,- 
000 voters’ signatures needed by Sep- 
tember 24 in order to place the ques- 
tion on the ballot. 


Religious Liberty Week 

Send for information on this im- 
portant event for your city or group. 
See page 2 for detads. 





MAIL TAMPERING 
LAID TO PRIEST 


“Orders” from Father Alfred Roy, 
pastor of the Roman Catholic parish 
of St. Germaine Boule, Quebec, were 
responsible for the destruction of 
mail addressed to residents of the 
hamlet, according to a confession re- 
cently made by Postmaster Wilfred 
Begin. Begin told Inspector W. L. 
Gagne—who had been sent from Ot- 
tawa to investigate—that Father Roy 
had burned the mail because the en- 
velopes contained mimeographed 
sermons by Regular Baptist Pastor 
Leslie G. Barnhart of La Sarre, and 
might “give people wrong ideas.” 

This revelation has led to the dis- 
missal of the postmaster, but Father 
Roy has received—thus far, at least 
—no punishment beyond a verbal 
rap on the knuckles from Archbishop 
Paul-Emile Leger for having brought 
the Church some bad publicity. In 
a carefully phrased statement, the 
high prelate announced: 

“The Archbishop of Montreal 
wishes to inform the faithful of his 
diocese that the Church does not ap- 
prove of such methods (providing 
that the statements of the press really 
correspond to the facts) and calls 
upon all the people of good will not 
to implicate the whole Church... .” 

It should be noted that the Roman 
Catholic Church has not hesitated to 
excommunicate priests and laymen 
found abetting Communism and 
other forces inimical to Christianity 
—except for many priests of fascist 
persuasion in Italy, Spain, Argentina 
and other countries. In the present 
instance, Father Roy has been impli- 
cated in a genuine act of subversion. 
Will the Church excommunicate him 
for tampering with the mails of a 
free people? 


(Cut out and Mail) 
ro HERE IS MY GIFT 


Believing in the work you are doing | 


enclose $ 


(Make check payable to POAU, 1633 
Mass. Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C.) 


[] | wish to become a member ($3 or 
more) 


(_] Please RENEW my Membership. 
(_] This is payment on pledge. 


Name . 
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NEWS ITEM: “CLOSET MOTH SEEN NIBBLING AWAY AT U. S. CONSTITUTION” 


“WASHINGTON—The Library of Congress yesterday admitted a moth may have got at 
a leaf of the Constitution last week. The moth was reported by Edward Goodrich of 209 
Normandy Dr., Silver Spring, who was showing two friends from Chicago the Constitution, 
when, he said, he saw something move... .” 
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Protestants and Other Americans United for Separation 
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Postmasier: If undeliverable, please notify 
us on Form 3547, postage guaranteed. 












Tricky Education Rider 
Attached to Oil Bill 


The use of government oil royalties 
as “grants in aid of primary, second. _ 
ary, and higher education,” Proposed 
in an amendment to the House. 
passed tidelands oil bill (H. R. 444) 
by Senator Lister Hill (D., Ala), 
would leave the door open for federal. 
aid to religious schools, POAU Rx. 
ecutive Director Glenn L. Archer | 
warned recently. Rep. Mike Mans. — 








field (D., Okla.) is leading a drive 
for a similar “educational” rider jp VOL 
the House. Ria 
“The Mansfield and Hill resoly. 
tions,” Archer noted, “do not MR 
cifically designate publicly-controlled 
and tax-supported schools as the SP 
beneficiaries. | Loosely-worded bills 
of this nature are an invitation to Mr 
sectarian groups to make ‘Indian h 
raids’ on the public treasury. It's for 
time to call a halt.” Sunde 
all ov 
freed 
al Ser 
the n 
DR. NEWTON CONDEMNS =| vn 
COUNTY AID TO SECTS . 
The use of county labor and equip- Rev. 
ment on church and other private Unite 
properties was condemned recently dent 
by Dr. Louie D. Newton, pastor of Jewell 
the Druid Hills Baptist Church, At- the R 
lanta, Ga., and chairman of POAU’s nell, 
executive committee. Dr. Newton Chure 
was subsequently ordered to appear Dr. C 
before the DeKalb County Grand Churc 
Jury, which is investigating the ques- J. T 
tion. Paul; 
The Grand Jury’s presentment—of tive S 
which Dr. Newton was critical— ventic 
stated that DeKalb Commissioner vies, 
Scott Candler admitted the use of Wash 
county labor and materials on non- mand 
public properties, but also indicated tional 
that the jurors had “found no illegal- ington 
ity of action.” The presentment Daws 
added: ‘This, however, is not an in- Publi 
terpretation of the law. That is the Sec 
function of the court.” ligiou 
The Grand Jury alleged that a prepa 
cross section of DeKalb residents the f 
were “decidedly favorable” to the RE 
practices. (RNS) biher 
, F memc 
heroe 
Other publications may use the Mc 
cartoon on this page, provided credit CAN 
is given to POAU. For mats or cubs, LIBE 
write national headquarters, 1633 are ir 
Massachusetts Avenue, N. W., Wash- Willi: 
ington 6, D.C. other 
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